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one would discover many a trace of the once glorious marble
sanctuary of Egypt's soldier saint.

Yet Christianity in Egypt is extraordinarily resilient, and
as you turn the pages of history after a major disaster to the
Church, you see that candles are still burning in the
sanctuary, that incense still ascends before the altar. It was
so with Abu Mena.

After the Caliph's destruction of the town, after thousands
of tons of marble had been carried to Irak, and after the very
pavement had been prized up and carted away, the church
was quietly rebuilt; and it was flourishing in the Eleventh
Century. An Arab writer, El Bekri, is our sole authority.
He was travelling in the district at that time, and says that he
came to " a great church which contains statues and sculptures
of the greatest beauty. The lamps burn day and night,
without ceasing. At one end of this building is a great dome
containing the image of a man standing with each foot upon a
camel, one of his hands is open and the other closed. This
group, all in marble, represents, they say, Abu Mena."

He also gives us a curious piece of information. He says
that part of the church was a mosque! In one portion men
prayed to Christ; in the other to Mohammed. So the Lamb
lay down with the lion, as indeed happened once in the
Monastery of Mount Sinai, where to this day a mosque is to
be found within the Christian walls, side by side with one of
the oldest churches in the world.

Mr. Anthony de Cosson, who has studied the Maryut
district of Egypt, and whose book Mareotis is the only one of
its kind, tells me that he believes the final blow was given
to Abu Mena by the Black Death. He thinks that plague
fell upon this place of healing and even AbuMena was powerless
to help. Desolate and deserted, the town fell into decay.
Earthquakes shattered it. Year after year the wind drove the
sand over the stones until even the name of the town was
forgotten. But from time to tune little flat flasks were dug
up on which St. Mena was seen standing beside his camels.
It was not until 1905 that Monsignor Kaufinann of Frankfurt,
searching in the desert, identified the mounds which the
Arabs called Tell Ab6ma as the pilgrimage town which
had been lost for something like five centuries. He received